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4/U/77 


Dear Harold, 



Received your letter todnjjp. 


What is the "Walter bit"??? 

You said Lane had it handed to 
him and messed it up. What is 
it? Could it relate to the 
bit about smoke from the fence 
°r the railway man’s story? 


I can’t say I feel sorry for Kay. IJ^Lane quoted her properlv about 
ner recollection abo.it when the grass was cut in back of the rooming 
house, she deserved i*.I hope Lane didn't quote me. H c called me and told 
me what Kay's recollections were, and I told him she was definitely 
wrong. 1 told him there was a time lag — perhaps as long as six weeks 
between the time King was shot and the time Mayor Ingram and Russell X 
Thompson raised the question 

I have a new agent in New Yorfc. He isn't a New Yorker though, but 
a Memphian who went thefce to sell my book and another book, which has 
nothing to do with the King murder, he placed «E 2 n* it with Doubledav. 

A reader there was very interested in reading it, although Doubleday 
dad publish 1‘rank s book, which is sab no longer in print. He said 

he would have an answer in one week. 

• • 

Meanwhile, my agent has obtained an advance copy of the Lane 
book, so he told me today. He wants to read it in New York and then 
he will send me his copy. My agent is reviewing it for a Canadian 
newspaper. 

•rijollojFan and I have not been close for several years. His of ice 
is in'Sl'cmilding , with a law firm, where 1 am currently doing some 
legal 'research and working with an attorney on a contingent fee case. 

I might drop up and talk to Holloman. Ihe only thing 1 would be interested 
in finding out would be if Lane obtained an inter view with Holloman 
by fraudulent representation. 

C*>Q*M+~LnU&j 

Since I la st w rote, b cr ip PS _Howard newspapers in £ lo vg1"arrd broke 
a story abouta $l7million offer to kill Dr. King by Q^-FBl in January 
19of to the Gambino family in New York. The source is *aul ^uccilli, • * 
wh< 2'-Y & a ims he was a informer , who was the go-between top FBI agents 
and Carlo Gambino, whom he met with in January 1°6S at a 

hideaway in AppaOachin, N.Y. (Why do y«h^f Mafia types always meet in ‘ 
Appalachin , N.Y. ^Gambino turned the offer down, according to Buccilli, 
as he is quoted in the S-H copyrighted story, on april 12, 1977. 

What is your analysis on the Bucgilli 

My agent in New York sent me a ggfr °ack>DB«ErCei Whitten story 
dated 4/6/77 appearing in New York Daily News. It did not appear in ‘ 

CA in Memphis, and CA regularly runs the Anderson column. Neither did 
the lennessean, although it carries Anderson's column. 1 believe the 
Washington Star carries the syndicd6gP column, but the Memphis library 
does not get the Star. 

The Anderson story quotes our late friend, William oartofi, and 
h is so-c alled information pertaining to a Dixie M a fia contract on King 
-wSESSSSS: New Orleans was where it was made--between a -outhern racist * 
organization and organized crime figures. x hen it mentions the merr.phian 
Frank Liberto, but does not say he is from Memphis, it relates the 
John McFerren story that he overheard SSSBfc ^iberto say over the telephone 
thadat to kill King on the balcony of the Lorraine and that his brother 
would pay him off in New u rleans. Then Anderson comes up with a new 
which I have never heard before. Namely, that a Birmingham, “la., 



